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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
Geological  Survey 
30  CFR  Part  250 

Oil  and  Gas  and  Sulphur  Operations  in 
the  Outer  Continental  Shelf;  Oil  and 
Gas  Leasing  in  the  Western  Gulf  of 
Mexico;  Exploration  Plans  and 
Development  and  Production  Plans 

agency:  Geological  Survey,  Interior. 
ACTION:  Notice  of  Proposed  Rulemaking. 

SUMMARY:  The  proposed  rule  would 
modify  existing  Department  of  the 
Interior  (DOI)  practices  and  procedures 
related  to  the  submission,  review,  and 
approval  of  exploration  plans  and 
development  and  production  plans  for 
Outer  Continental  Shelf  (OCS)  oil  and 
gas  leases  and  related  to  the 
coordination  and  consultation  with 
affected  States  and  local  governments 
which  are  carried  out  during  the  Federal 
decisionmaking  process  relative  to 
proposed  plans.  This  proposed 
amendment  to  30  CFR  250.34  is 
necessary  to  implement  the  provisions 
of  Section  25  of  the  Outer  Continental 
Shelf  Lands  Act  as  provided  in  the  OCS 
Lands  Act  Amendments  of  1978  which 
exempt  the  leases  in  the  western  Gulf  of 
Mexico  from  the  obligation  of  submitting 
a  development  and  production  plan  as  a 
prerequisite  to  commencing  any 
development  or  production  activities. 

The  result  of  this  action  will  be  to 
substantially  reduce  the  burden  on  the 
lessee  to  submit  information  on  leases  in 
the  western  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

DATES:  Written  comments  and 
recommendations  on  this  proposal  must 
be  received  on  or  before  close  of 
business  November  5, 1981. 

ADDRESSES:  Comments  and 
recommendations  may  be  mailed  to: 
Deputy  Division  Chief,  Offshore 
Minerals  Regulation,  Conservation 
Division,  U.S.  Geological  Survey, 
National  Center,  Mail  Stop  640,  Reston, 
Virginia  22092. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

David  A.  Schuenke,  Chief,  Branch  of 
Offshore  Rules  and  Procedures, 

Offshore  Minerals  Regulation, 
Conservation  Division,  U.S.  Geological 
Survey,  National  Center,  Mail  Stop  640, 
Reston,  Virginia  22092,  (703)  860-7395. 
SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 

Background 

This  proposed  rulemaking  is 
undertaken  as  a  part  of  a  larger  effort  by 
DOI  to  review  existing  regulatory 
requirements  with  a  view  to  the 
identification  and  subsequent 
elimination  or  modification  of  those 


requirements  that  are  found  to  be 
unnecessary,  burdensome,  or 
counterproductive.  Comments  and 
recommendations  are  specifically 
solicited  with  respect  to  the  proposed 
rule.  Comments  and  recommendations 
regarding  other  regulatory  requirements 
contained  in  existing  provisions  of  30 
CFR  250.34  are  also  welcomed. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  this  proposed 
rulemaking  to  eliminate  any  regulatory 
requirements  which  are  necessary  to  the 
full  administration  of  DOI 
responsibilities  under  the  OCS  Lands 
Act  and  other  applicable  statutes.  It  is 
the  intent  of  this  proposed  rulemaking  to 
reevaluate  the  recordkeeping  and 
reporting  burden  imposed  by  DOI  and  to 
obtain  a  reduction  of  these  requirements 
where  that  action  will  not  effect 
adversely  on  the  ability  of  the 
Department  to  carry  out  its 
responsibilities. 

Discussion  of  Changes 

1.  Elimination  of  Development  and 
Production  Plans 

The  current  requirement  that 
development  and  production  plans  be 
submitted  for  leases  on  lands  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  which  are  not  adjacent  to 
Florida  and  for  leases  in  any  other  area 
of  the  OCS  on  which  oil  or  gas  was 
discovered  in  paying  quantities  prior  to 
September  18, 1978,  before  any 
development  or  production  activities 
can  be  commenced  is  proposed  to  be 
eliminated. 

Section  25(a)(1)  of  the  OCS  Lands  Act, 
43  U.S.C.  1351,  authorizes  the  exemption 
of  leases  in  such  areas  from  the 
otherwise  required  development  and 
production  plans.  The  proposed 
regulation  would  clearly  state  that  the 
Director  may  require  by  notice  to 
lessees  or  other  means  the  submission 
of  information  necessary  to  permit  the 
Director  to  perform  his  duties  and 
responsibilities  under  the  OCS  Lands 
Act  and  other  authorities. 

Such  information  required  by  the 
Director  would  be  considered  a  "plan” 
for  the  purposes  of  section  307(c)(3)(B) 
of  the  Coastal  Zone  Management  Act 
(CZMA).  Such  information  is  not  subject 
to  the  approval  time  frames  specified  in 
subsections  26(g)  and  (h)  of  the  OCS 
Lands  Act  nor  to  the  coordination  and 
consultation  provisions  of  section  19  of 
the  OCS  Lands  Act. 

2.  Relaxation  of  Time  to  Submit 
Exploration  Plan 

For  leases  issued  with  an  initial  term 
of  5  years,  the  current  regulatory 
requirement  calls  for  the  submission,  of 
an  exploration  plan  or  a  general 
statement  of  exploration  intentions 


within  2  years.  Under  the  proposed  rule 
this  time  limit  would  be  extended.  The 
proposed  regulations  call  for  the 
submission  of  an  exploration  plan 
within  4  years  of  issuance  of  the  lease, 
unless  the  Director  authorizes 
submission  of  the  plan  by  a  later  date 
but  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  lease.  A 
request  for  permission  to  submit  the 
initial  exploration  plan  later  than  the 
end  of  the  fourth  year  would  have  to  be 
accompanied  by  a  general  statement  of 
how  the  lessee  proposes  to  obtain 
required  approvals  for  the  execution  of 
its  exploration  intentions  prior  to  the 
expiration  of  the  lease.  This  proposed 
change  is  intended  to  allow  lessees  as 
much  time  as  may  be  needed  to  develop 
exploration  plans  yet  assuring  that 
exploratory  activities  are  conducted  in  a 
manner  that  is  consistent  with  the 
prompt  and  efficient  requirements  of  the 
OCS  Lands  Act.  Lessees  should 
anticipate  the  time  requirements 
necessary  to  process  and  approve 
exploration  plans.  For  leases  issued 
with  an  initial  period  of  more  than  5 
years,  exploration  plans  would  be 
required  to  be  submitted  within  the 
period  of  time  specified  when  the  lease 
tracts  are  offered  for  sale. 

3.  Elimination  of  Requirement  for 
Information  to  be  Provided  Without 
Cost  to  Lessor 

The  current  regulations  provide  that 
the  Director  may  require  the  submission 
of  information  needed  to  ensure  that 
activities  carried  out  under  exploration 
plans,  and  development  and  production 
plans  are  being  or  will  be  carried  out  in 
a  safe  and  environmentally  acceptable 
manner  without  cost  to  the  United 
States.  See  30  CFR  250.34-l(k]  and 
250.34.2(n).  It  is  proposed  to  delete  that 
portion  of  the  current  regulation  which 
states  that  information  will  be  provided 
"without  cost  to  the  lessor.”  The 
Solicitor  has  determined  that  certain 
costs  of  providing  information  required 
to  review  and  evaluate  lease  activities 
are  reimbursable  from  the  Government 
to  the  lessee  under  section  26(a)  of  the 
OCS  Lands  Act.  (See  Solicitor’s  Opinion, 
M-36924,  87  Interior  Dec.  563, 1980).  The 
Department  intends  to  publish  proposed 
regulations  in  a  separate  rulemaking 
indicating  that  some  costs  will  be 
reimbursed.  > 

4.  Elimination  of  Requirement  that 
Original  Procedures  be  Complied  With 
in  all  Instances  Where  a  Proposed 
Revision  to  a  Plan  Calls  for  Additional 
Permits 

30  CFR  250.34— l(j)(2)  and  250.34-2(l)(2) 
provide  that  when  the  Director 
determines  that  a  proposed  revision  to 


Federal  Register  /  Vol.  46,  No.  193  /  Tuesday,  October  6,  1981  /  Proposed  Rules 


49555 


an  exploration  plan,  or  development  and 
production  plan  calls  for  additional 
permits,  the  proposed  revision  will  be 
subject  to  all  of  the  procedural 
requirements  for  the  original  approval  of 
the  plan.  The  proposed  regulation  would 
eliminate  the  requirement  that  all  of 
these  procedural  requirements  be  met  in 
every  instance.  This  change  is  proposed 
in  order  that  the  Director  may  determine 
that  a  proposed  modification  does  not 
require  a  total  review,  even  though  it 
may  involve  the  issuance  of  additional 
permits. 

5.  Other  Amendments,  Conforming 
Changes,  and  Correction  of  Errors 

It  is  proposed  that  the  requirement  in 
30  CFR  250.34-l(a)(iv)  that  an 
exploration  plan  include  the 
“approximate”  location  of  each 
proposed  exploratory  well  would  be 
changed  to  require  the  "general” 
location  in  order  to  reflect  the  statutory 
requirement. 

It  is  also  proposed  that  §  §  250.34-l(f) 
and  250.34— l[h)  be  amended  to  allow  the 
Director  to  require  modification  as  well 
as  to  approve  or  disapprove  a 
resubmitted  exploration  plan  under 
§  250.34-l(f).  Similarly,  30  CFR  250.34- 
2(h)  and  250.34— 2(j)  would  be  amended 
to  allow  the  Director  to  require 
modification  as  well  as  to  approve  or 
disapprove  a  resubmitted  development 
and  production  plan. 

Reference  to  “30  CFR  250.41(a)”  in 
both  30  CFR  250.34-1(1)  and  250.34-2(o) 
would  be  corrected  to  “30  CFR  250.36.” 
Similarly,  the  reference  in  30  CFR 
250.34— 2(a)(3)(i)  to  “(a)(3)(i)”  would  be 
corrected  to  “(a)(3)(ii).” 

It  is  proposed  that  the  requirement  in 
30  CFR  250.34-2(b)(l)  that  the  Director 
publish  a  notice  of  receipt  of  a 
development  and  production  plan  be 
eliminated. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  requirement  in 
30  CFR  250.34-2(i)(2)  be  amended  to 
authorize  the  Director  to  require 
modification  as  well  as  to  approve  or 
disapprove  a  resubmitted,  modified  plan 
within  60  days  following  close  of  the 
designated  comment  period. 

The  phrase  “*  *  *  to  the  extent  that 
such  information  is  accurate,  current, 
and  applicable  to  the  geographic  area 
and  the  proposed  activities  covered  by 
the  plan”  is  proposed  to  be  deleted  from 
30  CFR  250.34-3(a)  and  (b). 

Authors 

Paul  Smyth,  Office  of  the  Solicitor, 
U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior  (202/ 
343-4325);  Jane  Roberts,  Platte  Clark, 
Gerald  Rhodes,  and  William  Cook, 
Geological  Survey,  U.S.  Department  of 
the  Interior  (703/860-7541,  7395,  7549, 
and  6831,  respectively). 


Environmental  Impact,  Regulatory 
Impact  Analysis,  and  Impact  on  Small 
Entities 

The  Department  of  the  Interior  has 
determined  that  these  proposed 
amendments  to  the  regulations  in  30 
CFR  250.34  do  not  constitute  a  major 
Federal  action  significantly  affecting  the 
quality  of  the  human  environment  and, 
therefore,  preparation  of  an 
environmental  impact  statement  is  not 
required.  The  Department  has  also 
determined  that  promulgation  of  these 
proposed  amendments  is  not  a  major 
action  and  does  not  require  the 
preparation  of  a  regulatory  impact 
analysis  under  Executive  Order  12291. 
Finally,  the  Department  has  determined 
that  these  proposed  amendments  will 
not  have  a  significant  economic  effect 
on  a  substantial  number  of  small  entities 
and  does  not  require  a  small  entity 
flexibility  analysis  under  the  Regulatory 
Flexibility  Act. 

William  P.  Pendley, 

Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
May  14, 1981. 

PART  250-OIL  AND  GAS  AND 
SULPHUR  OPERATIONS  IN  THE 
OUTER  CONTINENTAL  SHELF 

For  the  reasons  set  out  the  preamble, 
it  is  proposed  that  30  CFR  250.34  be 
amended  as  set  forth  below: 

1.  The  fifth  sentence  of  §  250.34- 
1(a)(1),  beginning  with  the  words  “An 
exploration  plan  *  *  *”,  is  removed. 

2.  Section  250.34-l(a)(l)(iv)  is 
amended  to  remove  the  word 
“approximate”,  and  add  the  word 
“general”  in  lieu  thereof. 

3.  Section  250.34-1  (a)(3),  (f),  and  (h) 
are  revised  to  read  as  follows: 

§  250.34-1  Exploration  plans. 

(a)  *  *  * 

(3)  For  leases  issued  with  an  initial 
period  of  5  years,  the  leasee  shall  submit 
an  exploration  plan  prior  to  the  end  of 
the  fourth  lease  year,  unless  the  Director 
authorizes  submission  of  an  exploration 
plan  at  a  later  date,  but  before 
expiration  of  the  lease,  A  request  to  the 
Director  for  permission  to  submit  an 
exploration  plan  after  the  fourth 
anniversary  of  the  lease  date  shall  be 
supported  by  a  general  statement  of 
exploration  intentions.  For  leases  issued 
with  an  initial  period  of  more  than  5 
years,  the  lessee  shall  submit  an 
exploration  plan  within  the  period  of 
time  specified  at  the  time  the  tracts  are 
offered  for  leasing.  These  requirements 
shall  apply  only  to  leases  issued  after 
December  13, 1979. 
***** 

(f)  The  leassee  may  resubmit  an 
exploration  plan,  as  modified,  to  the 


Director.  Within  30  days  of 
resubmission,  the  Director  shall 
approve,  disapprove,  or  require 
modification  of  the  modified  plan  based 
upon  the  criteria  in  paragraphs  (e)(l](i), 
(ii),  and  (iii)  of  this  section. 
***** 

(h)  When  the  Director  requires 
modifications  to  a  resubmitted 
exploration  plan  as  provided  in 
paragraph  (f)  of  this  section,  the  Director 
may  waive  procedural  requirements  as 
he  considers  appropriate. 
***** 

4.  The  third  sentence  of  §  250.34- 
l(j)(2)  dealing  with  additional  permits  is 
amended  by  removing  the  word  “shall” 
and  adding  the  word  “may”,  in  lieu 
thereof. 

5.  The  last  sentence  of  §  250.24-l(k) 
with  respect  to  information  submission 
is  amended  by  removing  the  words 

“*  *  *  and  without  cost  to  the  lessor 
*  *  *»* 

6.  The  citation  in  the  first  sentence  of 
§  250.34-1(1)  is  corrected  by  changing 
“30  CFR  250.41(a)”  to  read  “30  CFR 
250.36”. 

7.  In  |  250.34-2  the  first  sentence  of 
(a)(1),  (a)(2),  and  (h)  are  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  250.34-2  Development  and  production 
plan. 

(a)(1)  Except  as  provided  in  paragraph 
(a)(2)  of  this  section  no  development  or 
production  activities  may  be 
commenced  or  conducted  on  any  leased 
area,  except  in  accordance  with  a 
development  and  production  plan 
approved  by  the  Director.*  *  * 
***** 

(2)(i)  For  leases  in  the  western  Gulf  of 
Mexico  and  for  leases  in  any  other  area 
of  the  OCS  with  respect  to  which  oil  or 
gas  has  been  discovered  in  paying 
quantities  prior  to  September  18, 1978, 
development  and  production  plans  will 
not  be  required.  For  these  leases,  the 
Director  may  require,  by  notice  to 
lessees,  submission  of  the  information  in 
those  parts  of  paragraphs  (a)(l)(i), 
through  (viii)  of  this  section  that  are 
necessary  to  assure  conformance  with 
the  Act,  other  laws,  applicable 
regulations,  lease  provisions,  or  as 
otherwise  needed  by  the  Director  to 
carry  out  his  functions  and 
responsibilities,  Any  information 
required  by  the  Director  under  this 
subsection  shall  be  submitted  in  a  form 
and  manner  prescribed  by  the  Director. 

(ii)  Any  information  required  by  the 
Director  for  leases  described  in 
paragraph  (a)(2)(i)  of  this  section  above 
shall  be  considered  a  plan  for  the 
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purposes  of  section  307(c)(3)(B)  of  the 
Coastal  Zone  Management  Act. 
***** 

(h)  The  lessee  may  resubmit  a 
development  and  production  plan,  as 
modified,  to  the  Director.  Within  60  days 
following  the  60-day  comment  period 
provided  for  in  paragraph  (c)(1)  of  this 
section,  the  Director  shall  approve, 
disapprove,  or  require  modification  of 
the  modified  plan  based  upon  the 
criteria  in  paragraphs  (g)(l)(i)  through 
(vi)  of  this  section. 
***** 

8.  The  first  sentence  of  §  250.34- 
2(a)(3)(i)  is  amended  by  removing 
"(a)(3)(i)”  and  adding  "(a)(3)(H)”  in  lieu 
thereof. 

9.  The  beginning  of  the  first  sentence 
of  §  250.34— 2(b)(1)  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows: 

*  *  *  *  * 

(b)(1)  Within  10  days  after  a 
development  and  production  plan  has 
been  submitted,  the  Director  shall 


transmit  a  copy  of  the  plan,  except  for 
those  portions  *  *  \ 

*  *  *  *  * 

10.  The  last  sentence  of  §  250.34- 
2(i)(2)  is  revised  to  read: 

(1)  *  *  * 

(2)  *  *  *  The  Director  shall  approve, 
disapprove,  or  require  modification  of  a 
plan  as  revised  within  60  days  following 
the  60-day  comment  period  provided  for 
in  §  250.34-2(c)(l). 
***** 

11.  Section  250.34-2(j)  is  revised  to 
read  as  follows: 

***** 

(j)  When  the  Director  requires 
modifications  to  a  resubmitted 
development  and  production  plan  as 
provided  in  (h)  above,  the  Director  may 
waive  procedural  requirements  as  he 
considers  appropriate. 
***** 

12.  The  third  sentence  of  §  250.34- 
2(1)(2)  dealing  with  additional  permits  is 
amended  by  removing  the  word  “shall” 
and  adding  the  word  "may"  in  its  place. 


13.  The  last  sentence  of  §  250.34-2(n) 
with  respect  to  information  submission 
is  amended  by  removing  the  words 

"*  *  *  and  without  cost  to  the  lessor 

*  *  *»•  • 

14.  The  citation  in  the  first  sentence  of 
§  250.34-2(o),  is  corrected  by  changing 
“30  CFR  250.41(a)”  to  read  "30  CFR 
250.36”. 

§250.34-3  [Amended] 

15.  The  third  sentence  of  §  250.34-3(a) 
is  amended  to  remove  the  phrase  "*  *  * 
submitted  to  the  extent  that  such 
information  is  accurate,  current,  and 
applicable  to  the  geographic  area  and 
the  proposed  activities  covered  by  the 
plan.” 

16.  The  third  sentence  of  §  250.34-3(b) 
is  amended  to  remove  the  phrase  "*  *  * 
submitted  to  the  extent  that  such 
information  is  accurate,  current,  and 
applicable  to  the  geographic  area  and 
the  proposed  activities  covered  by  the 
plan." 

(43  U.S.C.  1352) 

|I’R  Doc.  81-29041  Filed  10-5-81;  8:45  am] 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

Geological  Survey 

Notice  to  Lessees:  Applications  for 
Permission  To  Conduct  Operations  in 
the  Western  Gulf  of  Mexico 

AGENCY:  Geological  Survey,  Interior. 
ACTION:  Proposed  notice  to  lessees. 

SUMMARY:  This  proposed  Notice  to 
Lessees  (NTL)  and  sample  Application 
for  Permission  to  Conduct  Operations 
(APCO)  explain  how  the  proposed 
amendments  to  30  CFR  250.34,  published 
in  the  Federal  Register  today  as  Notice 
of  Proposed  Rulemaking,  will  be 
implemented  if  adopted.  The  NTL  and 
sample  APCO  indicate  the  information 
to  be  required  by  the  U.S.  Geological 
Survey  in  an  APCO  in  the  western  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  They  are  published  as  a 
supplement  to  the  Notice  of  Proposed 
Rulemaking  for  30  CFR  250.34,  which 
proposes  elimination  of  the  requirement 
for  development  and  production  plans  in 
the  western  Gulf  of  Mexico  in 
accordance  with  the  Outer  Continental 
Shelf  Lands  Act  Amendments  of  1978. 
Comments  on  the  proposed  NTL  and 
sample  APCO  may  be  incorporated  into 
comments  on  the  proposed  rulemaking 
on  30  CFR  250.34  or  may  be  submitted 
separately. 

DATE:  Written  comments  and 
recommendations  on  the  proposed  NTL 
and  sample  APCO,  concerning  the 
proposed  change  to  30  CFR  250.34  must 
be  received  on  or  before  the  close  of 
business  November  5, 1981. 

ADDRESSES:  Comments  and 
recommendations  may  be  mailed  to 
Deputy  Division  Chief,  Offshore 
Minerals  Regulation,  U.S.  Geological 
Survey,  640  National  Center,  Reston, 
Virginia  22092. 

Inspection  of  a  currently  required 
development  and  production  plan  may 
be  made  at  the  locations  listed  below. 
Gulf  of  Mexico  OCS  Region,  3301  N. 
Causeway  Blvd.,  P.O.  Box  7944, 
Metairie,  Louisiana  70010 
Freeport  District  Office,  200  West 
Second  Street,  Suite  300,  Freeport, 
Texas  77541 

Lake  Charles  District  Office,  3727  Ryan 
Street,  Lake  Charles,  Louisiana  70605 
Lafayette  District  Office,  223  Bendell 
Road,  P.O.  Box  52289,  Lafayette, 
Louisiana  70505 

Houma  District  Office,  1700  Grand 
Caillou  Road,  P.O.  Box  10145,  Houma, 
Louisiana  70361 


Metairie  District  Office,  3301  N. 

Causeway  Blvd.,  P.O.  Box  7966, 

Metairie,  Louisiana  70002. 
SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  Under 
the  current  regulations  of  30  CFR  250.34, 
OCS  operators  are  required  to  submit 
development  and  production  plans  prior 
to  commencing  development  and 
production  operations  on  the  OCS. 

The  proposed  change  to  30  CFR  250.34 
is  intended  to  reduce  the  paperwork 
burdens  on  operators  by  eliminating  the 
requirement  for  development  and 
production  plans  in  the  western  Gulf  of 
Mexico  as  authorized.in  the  OCS  Lands 
Act  Amendments  of  1978,  Pub.  L.  93-627. 
To  implement  the  proposed  change,  the 
proposed  NTL  calls  for  an  APCO  in  the 
western  Gulf  of  Mexico  (see  map).  The 
information  requirements  of  the  APCO 
are  substantially  less  than  those  in  a 
development  and  production  plan, 
thereby  reducing  the  paperwork  burdens 
on  OCS  operators,  while  continuing  to 
meet  the  information  needs  of  the 
Government  as  lessor.  The  sample 
APCO  is  illustrative  of  the  required 
information.  For  comparative  purposes 
interested  parties  are  invited  to  inspect 
copies  of  a  comparable  development 
and  production  plan  filed  under  the 
current  rules  applicable  in  the  western 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  That  document  can  be 
inspected  at  the  addresses  listed  in  the 
preamble  of  this  document  under 
“ADDRESSES.” 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

David  A.  Schuenke,  Chief,  Branch  of 
Offshore  Rules  and  Procedures, 

Offshore  Minerals  Regulation, 
Conservation  Division,  U.S.  Geological 
Survey,  640  National  Center,  Reston, 
Virginia  22092,  (703)  860-7395. 

James  N.  Parrish, 

Acting  Deputy  Chief,  Offshore  Minerals 
Regulation,  Conservation  Division. 

United  States  Department  of  the  Interior, 
Geological  Survey,  Conservation  Division, 
Gulf  of  Mexico  OCS  Region 

No. - 

Dated: - . 

Notice  to  Lessees  and  Operators  of  Federal 
Oil  and  Gas  Leases  in  the  Outer  Continental 
Shelf,  Gulf  of  Mexico  OCS  Region,  Outer 
Continental  Shelf,  Applications  for 
Permission  to  Conduct  Operations  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  OCS  Region 
This  Notice  to  Lessees  and  Operators 
(NTL)  is  provided,  pursuant  to  Section  25  of 
the  Outer  Contintental  Shelf  (OCS)  Lands  Act 
Amendments  of  1978  (Public  Law  95-372): 
and  30  CFR  250.34  regarding  lease  and  unit 
development  and  production  information 
requirements  in  the  western  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


(The  western  Gulf  of  Mexico  includes  all 
areas  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  except  those  that 
are  adjacent  to  the  states,  of  Florida  (see 
map). 

Under  the  discretion  authorized  by  30  CFR 
250.34-2(a)(2),  the  Director  has  determined  to 
limit  the  information  required  for 
development  and  production  activities  for 
leases  in  the  western  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
Hereafter,  information  submitted  in  support 
of  developmental  activities  in  the  western 
Gulf  of  Mexico  will  be  referred  to  as 
“applications  for  permission  to  conduct 
operations"  (applications).  Information 
required  for  such  applications  pursuant  to  30 
CFR  250.34  shall  include: 

(i)  A  brief  description  of  the  specific  work 
to  be  performed  including  the  approximate 
commencement  date  and  the  estimated  life  of 
the  project: 

(ii)  A  brief  description  of  the  type  of 
drilling  vessel(s)  to  be  used  or  platform(s)  to 
be  installed; 

(iii)  A  plat  showing  the  projected  surface 
and  bottom-hole  location  of  each  proposed 
well; 

(iv)  If  not  previsously  submitted  with  an 
exploration  plan,  a  report  which  evaluates 
the  potential  shallow  hazards  for  each 
proposed  well  or  platform  site; 

(v)  Location  of  onshore  support  base(s). 
whether  existing  or  proposed,  and  a  brief 
description  of  proposed  travel  modes,  routes, 
and  frequency;  and 

(vi)  Such  other  relevant  information  and 
data  as  the  Director  may  require. 

This  NTL  does  not  relieve  lessees  and 
operators,  who  are  proposing  development 
and  production  operations  in  the  western 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  from  compliance  with 
exsiting  laws,  regulations,  NTL’s  and  letters 
to  lessees/operators  governing  submission 
and  content  of  environmental  reports 
required  for:  • 

1.  States  with  approved  Coastal  Zone 
Management  programs; 

2.  Proposed  activities  on  the  OCS  in  the 
western  Gulf  of  Mexico  for  which  the  Deputy 
Conservation  Manager,  Offshore  Operations 
Support,  determines  that  additional 
information  and  data  are  required  to  evaluate 
the  environmental  impacts  of  activities  for 
which: 

(a)  The  location  and  design  of  development 
and  production  facilities  which  are  proposed 
for  installation  are  in  areas  of  potentially 
hazardous  natural  bottom  conditions  and 
relatively  untested  deep  water  and  remote 
areas; 

(b)  The  location  and  design  of  development 
and  production  facilities  are  proposed  for 
installation  within  the  boundary  of  a 
proposed  or  established  marine  sanctuary 
within  or  near  the  boundary  of  a  proposed  or 
established  wildlife  refuge  or  areas  of  high 
ecological  sensitivity; 

(c)  New  or  unusual  technology  is  to  be 
used. 
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The  number  of  copies  of  applications  will 
be  the  same  as  the  number  of  copies  of 
development  and  production  plans  as  set 
forth  in  the  letter  dated  January  29, 1979,  as 
amended,  from  the  Oil  and  Gas  Supervisor, 
Operations  Support,  Gulf  of  Mexico  Area.  An 
additional  copy  of  the  application  and 
Environmental  Report  is  required,  over  and 
above  that  number  specified  in  the  above 
referenced  letter,  if  the  proposed  action  is 
adjacent  to  a  State  with  an  approved  Coastal 
Zone  Management  Program  and/or  if  the 
proposed  action  would  induce  activities 
which  would  originate,  terminate,  or 
transverse  the  boundary  of  the  coastal  zone 
of  a  State  with  an  approved  Coastal  Zone 
Management  Program. 

This  NTL  is  effective  upon  issuance. 

D.  W.  Solanas, 

Deputy  Conservation  Manager,  Offshore 
Operations  Support,  Gulf  of  Mexico  OCS 
Region. 

Dated: - . 

Approved: 


Deputy  Division  Chief,  Offshore  Minerals 
Regulation. 


BILLING  CODE  4310-31-M 
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NOTE 


APPLICATION  FOR  PERMISSION  TO  CONDUCT  OPERATIONS 
GULF  OF  MEXICO:  OFFSHORE  LOUISIANA 
EUGENE  ISLAND  AREA 
BLOCK  138  (OCS-G  5926) 

CRUDE  OIL  COMPANY 
PLATFORM  "X" 


23  June  1982 


Mr.  I.  M.  Petroleum 
Senior  Drilling  Engineer 
USA  Oil  Company 
12345  Industry  Road 
P.0.  Box  1234,  OCS 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70526 
Phone:  (318)  345-6789 


Environmental  Consultants,  Inc. 
P.O.  Box  2133 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70176 
Phone:  (318)/234-5678 


The  information  cited  in  this  application  is 
fictional.  Any  similarity  to  any  actual  lease 
is  coincidental. 


i 
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Crude  Oil,  Inc.  will  use  the  existing  onshore  base  facilities  of  Service 
Brothers,  which  are  located  in  Baton  Rouqe,  Louisiana  (Fiqure  2).  This 
base  serves  the  operations.  A  crew  boat  and  supply  boat  will  each  make 
four  trips  per  week  from  this  facility.  Helicopter  trips  (20  per  week) 
will  originate  from  the  heliport  of  Chopper  Helicopters  in  Iberia,  Louisiana 

(Figure  2).  The  onshore  activities  associated  with  Euqene  Island  Block  138 

\ 

should  not  result  in  any  increase  in  the  size  or  number  of  onshore  support 
and  storage  facilities  or  land  and  personnel  requirements. 

4.  GEOLOGICAL  AND  GEOPHYSICAL  OATA 

Information  on  geological  hazards  and  surface  location  relative  to  anomalies 
was  discussed  in  the  Plan  of  Exploration.  A  review  of  the  Shallow  Hazards 
Survey  data  indicates  the  location  of  Well  #1  to  be  free  of  natural  sea 
floor  hazards,  and  no  significant  qas  anomalies  exist.  Structure  and  cross 
section  maps  were  included  in  the  PI  a n^  of  Exploration.  A  location  map  is 


qiven  in  Fiqure  1. 

The  BHL  and  TVD  for  each 

well 

are  qiven  below: 

WELL 

BHL 

TVO 

#1  (Platform  "X") 

2345' 

FSL  &  3950' 

FWL 

12,100 

#2 

250' 

FNL  &  1600' 

FWL 

12,200 

#3 

350' 

FSL  A  1500' 

FWL 

12,300 

#4 

350' 

FNL  &  1800' 

FWL 

12,400 

#5 

650* 

FNL  &  1600' 

FEL 

12,500 

#6 

750' 

FNL  &  2000' 

FEL 

12,600 

#7 

650' 

FSL  &  2000' 

FEL 

12,700 

#8 

750' 

FSL  &  1500' 

FEL 

12,800 

#9 

2150' 

FSL  &  2000' 

FEL 

12,900 

#10 

2350' 

FSL  &  2000' 

FEL 

13,000 

#11 

3000' 

FSL. S  600' 

FEL 

13,100 

13,200 


#11 

#12 


2500'  FSL  &  800'  FEL 
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ST.  DESCRIPTION  OF  DRILLING  RIG  AMD  POLLUTION  PREVENTION  EOUIPMEN" 

Crude  Oil,  Inc.  has  a  jack-up  drilling  unit,  the  Long  John  I  Offshore  Ric, 
under  a  lonq-term  contract  and  intends  to  utilize  this  unit'  to  drill  the 
wells  in  Eugene  Island  Block  138. 

[133.]  Illustrations  and  features  (e.g.  pollution  prevention  equipment)  of 
the  self  contained  drilling  and  production  platform  are  qiven  in  Fiqures  3 
and  4.* 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  PLATFORM  FEATURES 
FIGURE  4  SELF  CONTAINED  DRILLING  AND  PRODUCTION  PLATFORM 


Note:  Details  of  Figures  2  and  4  are  available  in  the  District 

Offices  listed  in  the  ADDRESSES  Section  of  this  Federal 
Register  Notice. 
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BILLING  CODE  4310-3VC 


Just  Released 


Code  of 
Federal 
Regulations 

Revised  as  of  April  1, 1981 


Quantity  Volume 


Price 


Amount 


Title  23— Highways 

Title  24— Housing  and  Urban  Development 


(Part  1700 


jsing  an< 
to  End) 


Total  Order 


A  Cumulative  checklist  of  CFR  issuances  for  1981  appears  in  the  back  of  the  first  issue  of  the  Federal  Register 
each  month  in  the  Reader  Aids  section.  In  addition,  a  checklist  of  current  CFR  volumes,  comprising  a  complete 
CFR  set,  appears  each  month  in  the  LSA  (List  of  CFR  Sections  Affected). 


Please  do  no i  detach 


Order  Form 


Mail  to:  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402 


Enclosed  find  $ - Make  check  or  money  order  payable 

to  Superintendent  of  Documents.  (Please  do  not  send  cash  or 
stamps).  Include  an  additional  25%  for  foreign  mailing. 

Charge  to  my  Deposit  Account  No. 

n  i  1 1  1 1  m 

Order  No. _ 


I  [MasterCard ) 


Please  send  me  the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  publications  I  have 
selected  above. 

Name— First,  Last 

UU-iJJ  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 


ompany  name  or  additional 


(or  Country) 

t  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I 

PLEASE  PRINT  OR  TYPE 


State  ZIP  Code 

LU  LIU 


Credit  Card  Oidsrs  Ody 

Total  charges  $ _ 

Credit  i — i — i — r 

Card  No.  1  1  L.J_ 

Expiration  Date  ■ — r 
Month/Year  I _ L 


Fill  in  the  boxes  below. 


For  Office  Use  Only. 

_ Quantity  Charges 

Enclosed _ 

To  be  mailed _ 

Subscriptions _ 

Postage _ 

Foreign  handling _ 

MMOB  _ _ _ - 

OPNR _ 

UPNS _ 

Discount _ 

Refund 


V 
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’ 


<1 


r* 


•-  /. 


